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German ambassadorship at Vienna, that is to say, to the
blue ribbon of the diplomatic service of the kaiser.
He is generally regarded as destined in course of time to
become chancellor of the empire, in spite of the human
blood with which his hands are stained.
Both the court and the public object far less to the inti-
macy that exists between Count Augustus Eulenburg and
his imperial friend, for Augustus, who is the grand master
of the imperial household and the chief executive dignitary
of the court, has been the closest associate of William since
the latter's earliest boyhood. He was one of those officials
whom Prince Bismarck forced upon the then crown prince
and crown princess, in order to keep watch over their
actions and to counteract their influence on their eldest
son. It was he, Count Augustus, who acted as the com-
forter of William whenever he was subjected to reproof or
to disciplinary measures by his father or mother; who in-
variably espoused the lad's cause, and who contributed
more than anyone else to convince William that he was a
victim of the most cruel and unmerited form of parental
severity and persecution. He constituted himself the mentor
and the guide of the prince, initiated him into all the intric-
acies of the imperial court, as well as into the secrets of
its most prominent members. In one word, he rendered
himself so indispensable to the prince, that as soon as the
latter succeeded to the throne he at once appointed Count
Augustus Eulenburg to the grand mastership of the court
and household.
To what extent Emperor and Empress Frederick were
aware of the spirit characterizing the count's relations with
their eldest son, it is difficult to say, but there is no doubt
that during the last two or three years of Emperor Freder-
ick's life, the position of Augustus in the household of

